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It is to be earnestly hoped that Professor Beale will soon find the 
time to complete his work so well begun, and that when finished it will 
justify the strong hopes of his present readers as well as his own. 

Raleigh C. Minor. 

Andreas Fritius Modrevius. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Stoats- und 
Volkerrechts theorien. By Wladislaus Maliniak. Vienna: 1913. 
pp. 200. 

This is a doctor's dissertation of rather more than usual importance, 
inasmuch as it exploits a field which seems to be almost wholly virgin 
soil even in Germany, viz. the Polish political literature of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries. 

It appears that the subject of the thesis, a Polish nobleman, usually 
referred to as Fricius, was born about 1503. Having imbibed the human- 
istic spirit at the University of Cracow, he settled down as notary in 
Posen in 1525, and soon became a follower of Laski, one of the leading 
Polish statesmen of the day. Later he studied theology in Germany 
and formed a close connection with Melancthon. 

In 1540 Fricius was appointed a royal secretary at Cracow, and soon 
after began his career as a publicist, interspersed with various diplomatic 
missions, the most important of which was that of secretary to the 
Polish delegation at the Council of Trent. Drawn more and more into 
the current of the Reformation, he developed great activity as a writer 
on legal, political, and theological subjects. 

His magnum opum was a commentary in several volumes entitled 
De emendanda republica published during the years 1554-59. This 
work, which seems to be filled largely with commonplaces drawn mainly 
from Aristotle and Cicero, apparently contains little that is novel or 
particularly important to the student of political theories, though it is 
doubtless of some historical and scholastic interest. 

Nor do the views of Fricius on the nature, origin, and aims of the 
state, the various forms of government, etc., commend themselves as 
especially advanced or enlightened for his time. He favored an aristo- 
cratic form of government and was a strqpg advocate of the rights of 
the privileged classes, more especially of the landed nobility. 

It is as a Polish peace advocate of the sixteenth century that the views 
and attitude of the subject of our author's thesis deserve most considera- 
tion, at least by students of international relations. 

In striking contrast to his great Italian contemporary, Machiaevelli, 
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Fricius was a strong pacifist. He deprecated all wars except for defence, 
holding them to be at once unworthy and unpolitical. He advocated 
arbitration as the best means of settling disputes between sovereign 
states, and in this connection Fricius appears to have made a unique 
contribution to political theory. He suggested that sovereignty sub- 
sists in the freedom of arbitral judges. Manifestly if all states were 
equally and reciprocally bound by judicial decisions based upon treaties 
or courts of arbitration, their freedom or sovereignty and equality of 
legal rights would be at least theoretically preserved. 1 

Of the importance of international law as a necessary basis for arbitral 
decision, Fricius seems to have had no conception. In common with the 
publicists of his time, he evidently regarded the jus gentium as based 
upon a natural law which is to be directly applied by statesmen and 
judges in the conduct of international relations. 

Fricius should also be credited with great and (for his time) somewhat 
exceptional humanity in his views on the conduct of warfare and the 
treatment of the conquered. He condemns pillage in the most emphatic 
terms, though he urges the stern punishment of those who have been 
guilty of bringing on an unrighteous war. 

Amos S. Hershey. 



Early Diplomatic Relations Between the United States and Mexico. By 
William R. Manning. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press. 
1916. pp. ix, 406. 

This valuable volume, published as one of the series of Albert Shaw 
Lectures on Diplomatic History, covers the period of Mexican-American 
relations from 1821 to 1830 which has never before been adequately 
— a period which might have been used to establish friendly re- 
lations, but which was wasted in quibblings and misunderstandings. 
In the latter the author finds the origin and largely the explanation of 
the growing and apparently irreconcilable differences of the next two 
decades, and the discord of half a century. 

Parts of four or five chapters have previously appeared in various 
standard periodical publications. Chapter I supplements the detailed 
treatment of the policy of the United States found in Paxson, and the 

1 The reviewer assumes the responsibility for the argument by which the suggestion 
of Fricius is supported. The author of the thesis does not seem to have realized the 
importance of the suggestion (see page 167). 



